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provement Mohammed effected in her condition, he con-
tinued to regard woman as man's inferior and, within the
law, as subject to him in all things. This idea of inferior-
ity has become stereotyped in Islam. Fear lest the ancient
tradition may lose force with the prevailing of modern
ideas has been a strong element in the opposition to the Con-
stitution shown by some members of the 'ulama, or so-called
priestly class. The main evils arising from the traditional
point of view centre around seclusion, marriage, and divorce.
Seculsion in the harem practically prevents a man from
seeing his destined bride, and thus prevents her from any
previous acquaintance with him; it greatly fosters the favor-
itism, jealousies, and quarrels logically attendant on polyg-
amy; and it so cuts women off from the outside world that
a weekly excursion to sit in a cemetery closely veiled may
be eagerly anticipated as a diversion and a relief.1 Under
the marriage system of Islam mere children may be legally
united. Not only is polygamy sanctioned, but concubinage
with slaves is a recognized right of the husband. Among
the lower classes wife-beating is regarded as a proper dis-
cipline. A man may divorce his wife out of mere caprice,
for no fault committed, nor cause alleged, and without any
process of law. This arbitrary power introduces an element
of constant uncertainty into the life of Moslem women in
the circles where divorce is common. It is a saying amom>'
Mohammedans: "When a woman prepares a meal for he,-
husband, she is not sure that she will be his wife long enough
to share it!" Yet common as divorce is, it curries with it a,
certain stigma, A divorced woman sent back to her father1;-;
house may be relegated to the position of a servant. .From
all this it has long been recognized by the West that womer.
born in Islam are liable to terrible unhappiness from cause;;
that do not operate under the Christian system. That such
suffering does abundantly exist at points throughout the
entire Mohammedan world has been again illustrated in a
recent book called "Our Moslem Sisters/' which contains
1 Harem, or, more properly, harfrn', is the plural of hur'mah, woman,
and from the simple meaning "women" comes to signify "the place
of women."

